Wilson's Creek National Battlefield News Release

August 20, 2014
For Immediate Release
Contact: Angela Pirotte, 417-732-2662, ext. 221

USE OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT PROHIBITED
AT WILSON’S CREEK NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD

Superintendent T. John Hillmer, Jr. announced today that the use of unmanned aircraft
systems (UAS) is prohibited at Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield. The prohibition is
consistent with a policy memorandum signed on June 19, 2014, by National Park
Service Director Jonathan B. Jarvis, directing superintendents nationwide to prohibit
launching, landing, and operating unmanned aircraft on lands and waters administered
by the National Park Service.

Director Jarvis has stated, “We embrace many activities in national parks because they
enhance visitor experiences with the iconic natural, historical, and cultural landscapes in
our care.” He continued, “However, we have serious concerns about the negative
impact that the flying unmanned aircraft is having in parks, so we are prohibiting their
use until we can determine the most appropriate policy that will protect park resources
and provide all visitors with a rich experience.”

The NPS is taking this action in response to a proliferation of unmanned aircraft,
including drones, and a number of incidents involving these devices that resulted in
noise and nuisance complaints from park visitors, concerns for park visitor safety, and
reported incidents in which park wildlife was harassed.

Last September, an unmanned aircraft flew above some evening visitors, seated in the
Mt. Rushmore National Memorial Amphitheater. Park rangers, concerned for the
visitors’ safety, confiscated the unmanned aircraft.

In April, visitors at the Grand Canyon National Park gathered for a quiet sunset, which
was interrupted by a loud unmanned aircraft, flying back and forth and eventually
crashing into the canyon. Later in the month, volunteers at Zion National Park
witnessed an unmanned aircraft disturb a herd of bighorn sheep, reportedly separating
adults from their young.

According to Supt Hillmer, there have been no reported incidents involving the use of
unmanned aircraft at Wilson’s Creek NB.

This prohibition and other park regulations can be found within the Superintendent’s
Compendium. An electronic version of the Compendium is posted on the Wilson’s

Creek NB website at www.nps.gov/wicr under “Management”. Copies can also be
requested from the Superintendent’s office by calling 417-732-2662, extension 221.
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